BALTIC SEA
RESIDENTS: SEALS

The Baltic Sea s nome for 3 seal specles: the grey seal, the ringed seal and the narbow seal
(the latter oocurming only In e southern part of the Baltic Sea).

Eaitic ringad =aal Is tha smalest szl In tha ward. it i an
ArcHc spacies, whose ife depercs on tha cimaa - It can ghe
birth ba tha il anky an im. THis DGR wany NUManLs spacks
In the Baltic Ses has berome endangened by now - tha or-
rent number of ringad sEls in tha Bakic S Is E500-B000.

Groy saals are activa tavakas InFabiting tha atra BalticSea
Thalr mumbars that decraasad sgnficnty in 1970&s have
remvad iy now baing cumantly o 24 000 animals

AND BIRDS

More tnan 150 species of birgs are related to the Baitic Sea - using It for feeding,
breading on its islands and coast, stopoing during moulting or migration or wintering.

e
Long-talled duck 1= 2 sl dhing Walvel scober &= ona of
duck it I= reading in Arctic bt the darkest of 18 duck
winiaring in the Balic Saa Maks  spacies wintering in tha
Can be e EGlic 5aa This broad-
gnised by Hwir bl pointed @I spiled duck  collects
Tha sound of this bind 5 3 lovd molluss and  osta-
aaHr audble owar kong distar  omens Trom the saa
o= W large Mocks ara singing  boltom 3= desp as 30
Iogether Inchorus miras.

Commen aider 15 & brasding, migratory and wintering bind
species In tha Bslbic Saa. which numbers am damesEsing.

s

Arctic terns ara attacking amyone walking Inka thelr nasting
colay (gl Tha Fabchiings of the actic tern Cright)

Guils and terns are nesting on tne islands,
iskets and shores of the Ballic Sea.

Ontha phobas in arder of decreasing slmt Grest biack teckad
guill. Haming gul. Commen guil. Black-haadad gul.
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Thasa simnge-looking fsh iva at tha saabotiom and cn
amit 2 ke crocking sound whan fbad from the water. Thay
oo not hiave a swim bladder, maaning that thay sink s woon
a5 May sbop seimming. Thay prafer cold olfshors wiaters and
come chasar ko tha coast only ar spawning

Aquatic sowbag - 2 mmic rom lebe ke Aga that prafers cold
daep waters. | often gals Into harring trawis and can thist way
resch cur kibchans hogathar with herring.

Blua mussa 15 ofign e dominant spacks in hard bottom
aneas Dus bo the low siinily & resches only Ba slegol 3-4cm
intha Morth-Eastarn Bakic Saa whila in optimum ssiinity con-
dilicns In tha Carish Sirails | oan grow up ta 8 om. e of ses
b populaiad with mussals can por ity 50-280 mr' of weber in
= dary. Muzmels arg asten by banthivaric Azh and binds

B

Baltlc macoma I= tha mast widas of zooben-
Ehas an tha soft bothorns of tha Baitic Zaa b providas food for
wartous fish species, such &5 oo
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Furcoiiaria lnmbricails = 3 widesprasd rad slga in the Bafic
Saa 1t has & Industrial Importanoe @5 @ raw maskial o o
cudng caragesn - 3 compaund that is used In tha tood in-
ousry 25 3 sisbiler snd thickanar In products T ioa craam.
pudding and geisbnized Rams. Extracts of Furodlarta lumbr-
calls g 2o whilred 0 cosmalic products. Mamy sh specas.
among tham the Ballic haming, wsa Furcallark 25 spawning

Bladder wrack or fucous s & iypksl mereeed of the oosstal
areas of the: Baltic Sea. 1t is 3 beown penaril aiga et grows
in Eha dapth of 110 & maires an hand rociey boliom. k forms
mast speckes-ich acosyshams In the Baltic S by providing
Fabitat for soma ten spacias of Jigae and 30 animal spadas.

S v s e M ks, S

Eslgrass or 2askera maring & a wasculr plant drming aat
Qrass MesOows that pravide shallar and food for mora than
0 arimal spacks.
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With the development of the ship traffic the allen species from other seas started to Invade the
Baitic Sea. By today, ca 120 allen spedes have travelled into the Baltic Sea mainky with the plige
water of ships, and ca 20 of them have agapted to Iocal conditions. Some alien species Nave
Decome Imasive, Le. thalr population In the new place Is growing ragldny. such Invaders can
change the local ecosystem and cause problems far peonie.

ALIEN SPECIES
N THE BALTIC SEA

Sof-shall clam - tha cldest Imeder in tha Balic S& who
armhmd hera from Horth-America aireacy with wkings in tha
12th cantury.

ol shrimp cama with ships from North East Atlarmic
I b Tst hal! o e 20ieth cerhury. | oan Fave postie e
momic impscts throwgh s wsa as food for commanci ] fish bt
alsa negatha ecological impacts by dispadng rethwe shrimp
spacke

Eay barnaicks cama with ships from Morth America in tha
19t canbung It grows on rmoks, man mada Structunes, Duoys,
ships’ hulls. the shelis of crabs and molluscs. and cartain -
waiads. | 15 an invasive spackes competing with nathe orga-
nisms and causing problems for humans By coonising offe
rent structwses, biocking pipes abc.

Fouas b i e rm s Lrvsrs = L
-

Harrs mud crad = 2 = 3 orEll (@ 20l omnkeous oeh
marthve 2o Atantic ooast of Morth America. | is onaof the most

witksy gisirinulee crab species giobaly that |5 rapicly s
ding now In the coastal amas of the Batic S,

Round goby armivec wEn ships from CRsplan reglan In 1990es
ang is sprescing rapkdly i the Batic Saa. Tha round goby <n
dispiacs matha Nlsh, 2=t thelr aggs and young, Spasn muth
Pl 1imes 2 saEson, and surdhva In poor quality watar - giing
ENGm 3 competitive sovartage.

Rod giiod mud worm of Marenmiena comas ako from
Ena Aflantic coast of Morth Amanic and = now one of tha

mast comman bamhic spacks In tha Northem Salic Saa
Sclentts Mava moently dsovenad that thesa worms n
coniributa o the binding of phosphonus in tha sadments
redudng tha auinophication of the Ballic S and tha sk ol
algal biooms.
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